*  //Ox- 


D0CUM3NT  NO.  220C  (14)  Pad°  1* 

3r.  Ex.  146 

PRESS  RELEASE  ISSUED  BY  THE  DEPARTMENT  OP  STATE 
ON  JULY  24,  1941 

Excerpts. 

In  response  to  inquiries  by  press  correspondents,  the  Acting 
Secretary  made  the  following  statement: 

"It  will  be  recalled  thnt  in  1940  tho  Japanese  Government  gave 
expression  on  several  occrsions  to  its  desire  that  conditions  of  dis¬ 
turbance  should  not  spread  to  the  region  of  the  Pacific,  with 
special  references  to  the  Netherlands  Enet  Indies  and  French  Indo¬ 
china.  This  desire  was  expressly  concurred  in  by  many  other 
Governments,  including  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  Ir. 
statements  by  this  Government,  it  was  made  clear  tnat  any  alteration 
in  the  existing  status  of  such  areas  by  other  than  peaceful 
processes  could  not  but  be  prejudicial  to  the  security  and  peace  of 
the  entire  Pacific  area  and  that  this  conclusion  was  based  on  a 
doctrine  which  has  universal  application. 

"On  September  23,  1940,  referring  to  the  events  then  rapidly 
happening  in  the  Indochina  situation,  the  Secretary  of  State  stated 
that  it  seemed  obvious  that  the  existing  situation  was  being  ’opset 
and  that  the  changes  were  being  achieved  under  duress.  Present 
developments  relating  to  Indochina,  provide  clear  indication  that 
further  changes  are  now  being  affected  under  duress. 


"There  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  attitude  of  the  Government  and 
people  of  the  United  States  toward  acts  of  aggression  carried  out 
by  use  or  threat  of  armed  force.  That  attitude  has  been  made 
abundantly  clear. 

"By  tho  course  which  it  hat  follower,  and  is  following  in  regard  to 
Indochina,  the  Japanese  Government  is  giving  clear  indication  that 
it  is  determined  to  pursue  an  objective  of  expansion  by  force  or 
threat  of  force. 
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"There  is  not  apparent  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  any 
valid  ground  upon  which  the  Japanese  Government  would  be  warranted 
in  occupying  Indochina  or  establishing  bases  in  thnt  area  as  measures 
oi  eelf-defense. 

"There  is  not  the  slightest  ground  for  belief  on  the  uart  of  even 
the  most  credulous  that  the  Governments  of  the  United  State?-,  of 
Great  Britain,  or  of  the  Netherlands  have  any  territorial  ambitions 
in  Indochina  or  have  been  planning  pny  moves  which  could  have  b60n 
regarded  as  threats  to  Japan.  This  Government  can,  therefore, ^only 
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conclude  that  the  action  of  Japan  is  undertaken  beceuso  of  the  estimated 
value  to  Japan  of  bases  in  that  region  primarily  for  the  purpose  oi 
further  and  more  obvious  movements  of  conquest  in  adjacent  areas. 
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